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While the world awaits new treatments and vaccines for
coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19), the health economics and
outcomes research (HEOR) community is already examining
various aspects of the novel coronavirus severe acute respira-
tory syndrome coronavirus 2 of the genus Betacoronavirus
(SARS-CoV-2) pandemic. At this point, the emerging literature
mainly considers the cost of the pandemic and health economic
issues surrounding the development of policies. Some modeling
work is being conducted to determine the potential value of
future treatments or vaccines, and those models will no doubt
be tailored and used to assess new health technologies as
effectiveness data emerge.

We are pleased to present in the current issue a themed
section of the first 6 articles that have been accepted to date.
We are grateful to Jagpreet Chhatwal and Maarten Postma, who
have served as associate editors for the majority of articles
Value in Health has received. These 6 articles cover a range of
topics, including the cost of the pandemic in the broadest sense
and assessments of COVID-19 policies and treatments. An
article by Ma et al1 examines the economic impact associated
with “fear of contagion” and other broad categories of costs
across a variety of sectors, using China during the Lunar New
Year as a case study.

The value of new treatments for COVID-19 can be placed in the
context of antiviral treatments for pandemics in general, which is
the focus of the systematic review by Dawoud and Soliman.2

Health technology assessments may forever be impacted because
of the pandemic. This is true for both COVID-19 treatments and
other investigational treatments, with trials that are ongoing
during the pandemic—an issue that is highlighted in a commen-
tary by Leahy and et al.3 Moreover, as treatments are approved by
regulators, issues of affordability and equity require that attention
is also given to value. Another commentary by Forsythe et al re-
minds us: “Ultimately, the world cannot repeat the mistakes that
were made 25 years ago, with poor countries being excluded from
acquiring treatment due to unaffordable price structures. Eco-
nomic planning is needed to understand incentives, prices, and
cost-effectiveness so that decisions can be made that benefit the
entire world.”4

The HEOR literature will examine value beyond healthcare
interventions and will consider other government policies aimed
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at suppressing transmission and reducing the spread of disease.
The article by Zala et al5 does exactly that by focusing on a UK
policy implemented in the spring of 2020 based on data from prior
pandemics. In addition, the article by Reed et al6 explores
(through a discrete choice experiment) individuals’ trade-offs
between risk of infection and some of the restrictions that have
been applied, such as social distancing.

We anticipate continued acceptance of HEOR articles over the
coming months and plan to develop a virtual collection of all
COVID-19 articles published in Value in Health next summer. At
that time, Jagpreet and Maarten will produce a more detailed
editorial, commenting on the articles the journal has published
and giving a more in-depth assessment of the contribution HEOR
can make to our understanding of the epidemic and the policy
choices available.

We welcome new submissions related to COVID-19 and will
continue to make accepted articles available online as quickly as
possible so that researchers, policy makers, and the public have ac-
cess to the most credible and timely HEOR information on the
pandemic, COVID-19 treatments and interventions (especially theo-
retical developments), empirical health technology assessments, and
commentaries on critical health policy and social justice topics.
Article and Author Information

Accepted for Publication: September 29, 2020

Published Online: October 13, 2020

doi: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jval.2020.09.009

Author Affiliations: Pharmaceutical Health Services Research, University
of Maryland School of Pharmacy, Baltimore, MD, USA (Mullins); Centre for
Health Economics, University of York, York, England, UK (Drummond).

Author Contributions: Concept and design: Mullins, Drummond
Drafting of the manuscript: Mullins, Drummond
Critical revision of paper for important intellectual content: Drummond
Administrative, technical, or logistic support: Mullins

Conflict of Interest Disclosures: The authors reported no conflicts of
interest.

Funding/Support: The authors received no financial support for this work.
of Pharmacy, Baltimore, MD 21201, USA. Email: daniel.mullins@rx.umaryland.

ciety for Health Economics and Outcomes Research. Published by Elsevier Inc.

www.sciencedirect.com
www.elsevier.com/locate/jval
http://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jval.2020.09.009
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.jval.2020.09.009&domain=pdf
mailto:daniel.mullins@rx.umaryland.edu
mailto:daniel.mullins@rx.umaryland.edu


1404 VALUE IN HEALTH NOVEMBER 2020
REFERENCES

1. Ma S, Kim DD, Cohen JT, Neumann PJ. Measuring “fearonomic effects” in
valuing therapies: an application to COVID-19 in China. Value Health.
2020;23(11):1405–1408.

2. Dawoud DM, Soliman KY. Cost-effectiveness of antiviral treatments for pan-
demics and outbreaks of respiratory illnesses, including COVID-19: a sys-
tematic review of published economic evaluations. Value Health.
2020;23(11):1409–1422.

3. Leahy J, Hickey C, McConnell D, et al. COVID-19: considerations for health
technology assessment from the NCPE Review Group. Value Health.
2020;23(11):1423–1426.
4. Forsythe S, Cohen J, Naumann P, Bertozzi SM, Kinghorn A. The economic
and public health imperatives around making potential COVID-19
treatments available and affordable. Value Health. 2020;23(11):1427–
1431.

5. Zala D, Mosweu I, Critchlow S, Romeo R, McCrone P. Costing the
COVID-19 pandemic: an exploratory economic evaluation of hypothet-
ical suppression policy in the United Kingdom. Value Health.
2020;23(11):1432–1437.

6. Reed S, Gonzalez JM, Johnson FR. Willingness to accept trade-offs
among COVID-19 cases, social-distancing restrictions, and economic
impact: a nationwide US study. Value Health. 2020;23(11):1438–
1443.

http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1098-3015(20)34414-4/sref1
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1098-3015(20)34414-4/sref1
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1098-3015(20)34414-4/sref1
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1098-3015(20)34414-4/sref2
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1098-3015(20)34414-4/sref2
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1098-3015(20)34414-4/sref2
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1098-3015(20)34414-4/sref2
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1098-3015(20)34414-4/sref3
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1098-3015(20)34414-4/sref3
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1098-3015(20)34414-4/sref3
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1098-3015(20)34414-4/sref4
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1098-3015(20)34414-4/sref4
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1098-3015(20)34414-4/sref4
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1098-3015(20)34414-4/sref4
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1098-3015(20)34414-4/sref5
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1098-3015(20)34414-4/sref5
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1098-3015(20)34414-4/sref5
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1098-3015(20)34414-4/sref5
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1098-3015(20)34414-4/sref6
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1098-3015(20)34414-4/sref6
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1098-3015(20)34414-4/sref6
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1098-3015(20)34414-4/sref6

